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How Rare To Encounter The Dharma 

 
According to the lunar calendar, the day Shinran Shonin passed away is November 28th. (In the solar calendar, it is January 
16th.) So, November is a good opportunity to remember the life of Shinran Shonin who spread the teachings of the 
Nembutsu.  
 
Shinran Shonin wrote at the beginning of Kyogyoshinsho: 
 
* Ah, hard to encounter, even in many lifetimes, is the decisive cause of birth, Amida's universal Vow! Hard to 
realize, even in myriads of kalpas, is pure shinjin that is true and real! If you should come to realize this practice 
and shinjin, rejoice at the conditions from the distant past that have brought it about. 
 
Amida Buddha vowed to bring all living things to the Pure Land. Shinran Shonin expresses his joy at hearing the teachings. 
There is a phrase there: Many lifetimes. “Many lifetimes” means that even if we go through many reincarnations, it is difficult 
to encounter Buddhism. We only live once and cannot repeat, but the life before we were born is called "Kako Se", a past 
life. Also, the life after death is called "Mirai Se", a future life. Repeated reincarnation and living many lives is called many 
lifetimes. 
 
When Shakyamuni Buddha was walking along the Ganges River in India with his disciple, he said to his disciple, ”In this 
world, there are many lives other than humans, such as animals and insects.” "Their numbers are as many as the sands of 
this river, and they are innumerable." Then, he put a handful of river sand on his palm and said, "The number of lives that 
can be born as human beings is as small as the number of sands on this palm." 
 
Then, Shakyamuni Buddha placed a few grains of sand on his thumb nail and said, “The number of people who can 
encounter Buddhism after being born as human beings is as small as a few grains of sand on my fingernails.” 
 
If Shinran had not encountered the teachings of the Nembutsu, Jodo Shinshu temples and sangha might not have existed 
today. If our parents and ancestors had not met, I would not have existed. Many connections overlap, and now I am able to 
live this life. I deeply feel that listening to the nembutsu is not natural, but a very precious thing.  
 
Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu. 

 

In Gassho,  
Rev. Noritaka Imada 
 
    
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
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LETTER FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 
 
Hello Buddhist Church of Florin (BCF) members:   
 
 
As of September 1, 2022 I will be serving as BCF Board President. Over the next two years, I will be 
working with our Administrative Board to oversee basic business functions and to ensure that our church 
will continue to meet our membership’s needs.   
 
I am happy to be in a position where I can give back to the church. My parents, Ted & Sallie Fujii, raised 
me in this temple and it has been a big part of my life since I was a child. Many of my memories and most 
cherished friendships are those I made in Sunday School classes, playing sports, and attending church 
activities.   
 
The BCF has many long-time members that have sustained the church throughout the years. In the past 
few years, we have had new members join who are now taking an active role.  Their contributions and 
enthusiasm provide a positive outlook for our church. However, our success depends on everyone’s 
participation and I hope I can count on each member to do their part to support the church.   
 
As we navigate through this new era of COVID limitations, I hope we can return to a level of normalcy with 
Reverend Imada leading in-person services and other celebrations.  I look forward to seeing you at these 
events and invite you to contact me, your Directors At Large or any of the members of the Board with 
questions, ideas, concerns, suggestions.   
 
In Gassho, 
 
Eric Fujii, President  
(916) 955-1954 
efujii52@gmail.com 
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Buddhist Church of Florin  

In-Person Protocols for Services and Activities 
  

Sunday, November 13th, November Shotsuki Hoyo; Family Service & 

Veterans Recognition at 10:00 AM. 

Please join us after the service for Friendship Soup. 

 

Sunday, November 27th, Eitaikyo; Pet Memorial & Family Service at 10:00 AM. 

If you have a picture of your dearly departed pet, please bring it with you for placement on the onaijin 

before the service. 

 

**There will be light refreshments following the services and so in order to prepare enough for everyone, we 

ask that you please rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com.  Thank you!! 

 

 

We will continue to follow safety protocols for all in-person services and activities.  (Updated 9/25/22) 

 

• No longer need to provide proof of vaccination. 

• Face masks must always be worn while indoors.  

• Everyone needs to sign-in before entering the Hondo or other church facilities. 

• Use of hand sanitizers at BCF is recommended. 

• Attend services or activities only when you are healthy and free from symptoms. 

• Continue to practice social distancing.  

• Services will be held in the Hondo with seating properly spaced apart.  Families may be seated together 

in specified sections.  Families with children 5 years old and younger will have special reserved seating 

areas.  

• No Service Book will be provided (Please bring your own service book or one may be purchased from 

the church for $5).  

 

Please note that in-person services are subject to cancellation if county/CDC guidelines change or if it becomes 

too risky for the safety and health of our Sangha members to continue with indoor gatherings.  

  

In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our 

email list.    
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Eitaikyo Service 
 
Eitaikyo means perpetual sutra chanting or perpetual memorial service. This special memorial service 

is for our beloved deceased listed in the Eitaikyo Book located on the altar. Our Eitaikyo Service will 

be held on November 27th at 10:00 a.m. Please RSVP the number of people attending by 

Wednesday, November 23rd by email: florinbuddhist@gmail.com or call (916) 383-1831. 

 

A special Eitaikyo Fund was established through donations made in memory of deceased family 

members and friends. The interest earned from this Fund can only be used for religious items, altar 

enhancements and altar repairs. By donating to the Eitaikyo Fund, your loved ones are remembered 

each year at the Eitaikyo Service. Donations can be made through the Buddhist Church of Florin’s 

webpage www.florinbuddhist.org and designate to Eitaikyo Fund or send a check to the Buddhist 

Church of Florin, PO Box 292006, Sacramento, CA 95829. 

 

 

 

 

 

NLINE PAYPAL DONATIONS 
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You can now make online donations/payments to the church by visiting our website at florinbuddhist.org and clicking on the 
"Donate" button near the bottom of the home page. This is a convenient, secure way to make online donations for osaisen, 
shotsuki, services, membership and special events. 
 
Contact Kathy Menda at (916) 392-1896 or (916) 761-9469 if you have questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Buddhist Church of Florin 
Governing Board Meeting Highlights 

Meeting Date: October 13, 2022 
 
1st Vice President: The Board approved Kyudo Kai (traditional Japanese Archery) to begin using the 
gym for equipment storage and training on November 11. A new janitorial service has been approved 
and is expected to being in early November. Garick Air Conditioning will be providing maintenance 
service to our units four times per year. 
 
2nd Vice President: The fall food bazaar and the prime rib dinner were both held successfully.  Thank 
you to all helpers and participants!  
 
BWA Report: The BWA will chair the Ladies of Jodo Shinshu Memorial Service, October 23 and New 
Year’s Eve mini-service.  BWA-sponsored services will include the serving of refreshments. BWA will 
be purchasing new tables for the multi-purpose room. The October Dana project is participation in the 
Run for a Safe Haven held by My Sister’s House. For those who could not attend virtually, a station 
was set up in the multipurpose room for BWA members to participate in the 46th FBWA Virtual 
Conference. The Rummage Sale is set for November 5. Drop off items November 2, 3 or 4.  No large 
items or clothing.  Annual Tsuitou Hoyo rescheduled to December 10. 
 
Dharma School: The new Dharma School Cabinet was installed, and Dharma School activities have 
begun. Eight students are currently enrolled. A Halloween Party on October 30 will be held, led by the 
Jr. YBA with the assistance of Activities. 
 
Activities: A light refreshment social following the service continues to be popular. Activities co-
chairs would appreciate assistance. Contact Sandy Okuno or Sharon Okamoto. 
 

http://florinbuddhist.org/


 
Fundraisers: Congratulations to Jennifer Kubo and Eric Fujii for their success with the Fall Food 
Bazaar and the Prime Rib Dinner. The Prime Rib dinner netted over $8,000, primarily due to the 
lower cost to purchase the prime rib! The Super Bowl Food Bazaar is tentatively being planned. 
 
Youth Protection: Temple teachers, advisors, and Sensei will need to be fingerprinted to comply 
with Youth Protection Policies and Best Practices.  They, Dharma School parents and the Board will 
need to comply with the training requirement. Further information will be forthcoming for those 
involved.  
 
Temple Reopening:  The Board is continuing to drive toward the full reopening of the temple. 
Unfortunately, because of new emerging COVID-19 variants and the approaching flu season, it 
seems prudent to continue our current COVID protocols, including requiring masks indoors. Please 
get your flu shot and updated boosters. 
 
Long Range Facilities Planning:  The Committee will be looking into 1). Options for perimeter 
fencing 2). Fate of the old temple and 3). Painting of the gym exterior. 

 
 
 

Buddhist Church of Florin 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant 

$1,500 

 

Public school education is the foundation for a harmonious and prosperous society.  Unfortunately, public 

school teachers pay for classroom supplies and educational material with their own money because of school 

budget cuts.  The Buddhist Church of Florin supports public school teachers by offering a $1,500 grant for 

classroom supplies and education materials; and if necessary, for Personal Protection supplies and equipment. 

 

To be eligible for the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant, you must be a full-time public 

school teacher in Kindergarten through 12th grade; and a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin (church 

membership dues are paid and current). 

 

Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis.  Contact Walter Menda for a Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani 

Public School Teacher Grant Application at (916) 392-1896 or wmenda@pacbell.net. 

 

How to become a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin?  If you are married, please join under the 

couple/family category or if single, the adult single category.  Contact Walter Menda for a Church Membership 

Form. 

 

 
 
 
 

DO YOU SHOP ON AMAZON? 
 

Did you know, Amazon donated back to Buddhist Church of Florin $1540.20 (since we started with Amazon Smile program) 
just because some members/friends have designated Buddhist Church of Florin as a recipient. It’s easy to do and no cost to 
you. 

mailto:wmenda@pacbell.net


 
 
Five easy steps: 

1) Go to smile.amazon.com on an internet computer. 

2) Sign in (your email address or mibile phone) in the field. 

3) Enter your Amazon password in the field. 

4) Select “Buddhist Church of Florin” – type “Florin” to find it. 

5) Start shopping. 

If you are not an Amazon member yet, first click “Create an account”, follow the instructions and then select Buddhist 
Church of Florin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 



 

  



 

 
  



 
 


